Comparing medical homes for children with ADHD and asthma.
The aims of our study were, among children with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) compared with children with asthma: 1) to assess characteristics associated with parent report of having a medical home for children with either of these 2 conditions; 2) to determine whether, controlling for these characteristics, the likelihood of having a medical home differs between children with ADHD and asthma; and 3) to identify the specific components of a medical home that are lacking for children with these 2 conditions. Cross-sectional analysis of the National Survey of Children with Special Health Care Needs, 2005-2006 (NS-CSHCN) was used. The outcome variable was parent report of their child's practice having specific attributes of the medical home. We used multivariate logistic regression to test whether the likelihood of having a medical home and its components differed for children with ADHD in comparison to children with asthma. The NS-CSHCN interviewed parents of 11 674 children with ADHD and 13 517 children with asthma aged between 4 to 17 years. Significantly fewer children with ADHD compared with children with asthma have a medical home (OR [odds ratio] 0.68; P < .001). Specifically, parents reported differences in receiving family-centered (OR 0.79; P < .001) and coordinated care (OR 0.59; P < .001). Parents of children with ADHD report worse performance across key dimensions of primary care compared with parents of children with asthma. For primary care to be optimally effective in addressing the needs of children with ADHD, efforts to significantly strengthen these key dimensions are needed.